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Chapter H – Still the 

winner 
 

We did it again, folks! Our 
Irish Pub won the international 
landmark contest at Winterthing 
this year – bringing home $50 for 
the treasury.  That’s 2 years in a 
row – what a great job.  Also 
Chapter H won the coveted 
visitation award, bringing $100 to 
the treasury.  Boy were some 
chapters surprised!  And our very 
own Marge Nagel won 3rd place in 
ladies mileage with over 4900 
miles. Way to go, Marge! 

 

 
 
 

Spaghetti Bingo 
 

Our annual fundraiser Spaghetti 
Dinner and Bingo is coming up 
Saturday, February 21.  If you were 
at the gathering in January you got 
the duty assignments.  If you were 
not at the gathering and have 
served in the past, check with us to 
make sure you have an assignment.  
Please be at the lodge at the 
designated time for your 
assignment.  Thanks to all who 
signed up to donate door prize 
items or baked goods – don’t forget 
to bring them and don’t forget the 
door prizes are to be NICE, not 
junk.  Also, don’t forget to send 
your registration and money to Ron 
Jarvis. 
 



 
New People in New and Old 

Positions 
 
One of the goals we have for this 
year is to have people feel they are 
a part of our Chapter H family .  
One thing we feel will help us do 
this is to have a new position – the 
Sunshine Lady.  Your Sunshine 
Lady is Babs Jarvis and she will be 
the single point of contact for 
things like illnesses, surgeries, 
promotions, new jobs, grandkids, 
etc.  We’re working on the details 
of her position, but folks need to let 
Babs know what’s going on so she 
can share the good and bad news 
with everyone so we can express 
our care and concern or 
congratulations to each other.  You 
know we care, we just don’t always 
show it the way we should. 
 
Also, after serving faithfully for 
many years, Judy Patishnock is 
giving up the Phone Tree.  Betty 
Koermer will be in charge of that 
now and will send you updates as 
needed.  Thanks, Judy, for doing a 
great job, and thanks, Betty for 
stepping up to replace Judy. 
 
Lisa Bowers is now your Chapter 
Educator, moving up from assistant 
because Dick Bond now has a job 
that may keep him away from 
many meetings (I miss him 
already). Lisa will be reviewing the 
Rider Ed levels with everyone soon 
to make sure we stay current.  
Please give her your support.  You 
may not be aware, but the Rider 
Education is what gives GWRRA a 
non-profit status. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

What’s Going On? 
 

Be sure to watch out for emails 
from your ride co-ordinator, Rick, 
about the upcoming events and 
check the google calendar he 
created for us – it’s linked in his 
article.  We’ve got these coming 
up: 
 
** Bixler’s Potluck Feb 14 – let 
Pam know what you will bring to 
go with that prime rib. 

 
** Frozen Chosen Ride March 7 – 
Neal is leading – details later. 

 
** Chapter A Bowl-a-thon March 
29 – noon til 4.  Sign up early to fill 
up the roster. 

 
Chapter visits – someplace every 
week or two – Rick will keep you 
posted. 

 
. 
                  See you around                      
                   Steve and Cathy                     
 
 

Assistant Chapter   Director    
  
Sue Miller 
 
 
 Welcome to the new year and 
snow and ice.  I know some of you 
ride all year round (not mentioning 
any names Chris Nagel) so be extra 
careful of black ice and snow and 
salt. 
We are back from Winterthing and 
we had a really good time.  It was a 
much smaller Winterthing than 
usual.  There was a nice dance 
Friday nite, after the buffet at the 
hotels restaurant, that helped us 
work off all the good food.  We 
were announced as the winner of 
the Visitations contest and we won 

$100.00.  Chapter J was 2nd and 
Chapter B was 3rd.  Looking 
forward to this years competition as 
it will be even more equal for all 
chapters.  If you don't know the 
new rules and wish to get a copy 
there is one on the District 
newsletter and District web page, 
along with the new visitation 
forms.  Please carry them on your 
bikes or cars when you go visiting 
as all points count.  Also a winner 
in our chapter was Marge Nagel 
who came in 3rd as high mileage 
lady rider.  Congrat Marge.  Over 
the weekend there were a lot of 
classes to take.   There was a record 
attendance for the weekend, of over 
250 I believe Ray Hartman said.  
You need to come next year and 
see for yourself.  At the banquet we 
also did well.  I won 2 baskets 
including our own, which I donated 
it back to be raffled off again.  
There was another lady who won 2 
and also donated 1 back.  Cathy & 
Rick Brown won 4 things, Mike 
Atkins won 1, and Wendy Mack 
won 1.  It was a good nite for us. 
Thanks to all the District Staff and 
chapters and their member for 
helping out all weekend.  With out 
all of you we wouldn't have 
Winterthing.  Next year we have to 
get the attendance back up.  
Hopefully the economy we have 
improved by then. 
  
Yesterday (Sat. the 24th) we went 
to visit Chapter a Delaware which 
is just up Rt.. 40 in Delaware.  We 
had 12 people go with or meet up 
there.   I won the 20% 50/50 which 
was $30.00.  It was sure my 
weekend as I won the progressive 
drawing for $5.00 at the chapter 
meeting today. 
One last thing please get your 
money into Ron Jarvis for the 
Spaghetti/Bingo.  Its coming up 
fast. 



Well stay safe and well and ride 
safe till next month. 

    
     Sue Miller 

 
 
RIDE COORDINATOR  

 Rick Brown 

 
 
 
Hello Chapter “H”, 
 
It seems that old man winter is just 
zipping by.  It won’t be long we’ll 
be looking at our annual “Frozen 
Chosen Ride” which will be for 
some of us the first time out for 
2009.  Even so, Chapter “H” has 
been busy doing what it does best; 
eating and having fun.  Many of 
Chapter “H” attended a fantastic 
“Winterthing” in Ocean City; our 
staff attended the first District Staff 
Meeting for 2009 and our Chapter 
“H” family visited Maryland 
Chapter “L” and Delaware Chapter 
“A”.  We have a very fine schedule 
of things to do as observed on our 
“Chapter H Google Calendar” – 
http://www.google.com/calendar/e
mbed?src=62cvnknm91c5jhb5h30b
n2sfp0%40group.calendar.google.c
om&ctz=America/New_York 
Also in January of each year (or 
anytime necessary) I will be 
updating our I.C.E. Cards.  Please 
examine your cards and ensure the 
information previously provided is 
current as to contact numbers and 
medical information.  If anything 
has changed please submit a new 
request form and your new cards 
will be immediately prepared and 
sent to you.  For those who do not 
have them please consider 
requesting them.  We all know that 
accidents happen ONLY to other 
people.  But, to me, YOU are the 

other people.  Even if you are 
hesitant to not provide medical 
information, at least have contact 
information so that someone close 
to you can be contacted and 
possibly answer crucial health issue 
questions should you become 
injured through your own or 
someone else’s negligence or 
simple accident.  Forms are always 
available at our gatherings and can 
be e-mailed at any time just for the 
asking.  Also, know that whatever 
you put on the form is what will be 
put on your cards.  If you don’t 
provide certain information 
obviously it can’t be put on the 
card.  Also, in the beginning there 
was to be a database to be carried 
(hopefully) on each ride.  There is 
NO database.  Only the card(s) you 
carry is where your information is 
(other then your original request 
which I keep in a locked file).  
Enough said.   
 
Also by the time you read this time 
will have come and gone to register 
your complaint about the intent to 
increase unfairly the tolls on us as 
motorcycle riders.  I am attaching 
my letter to the Executive Secretary 
of the Maryland Transportation 
Authority regarding this issue.  I 
hope you all took the time to do the 
same. 
 
On another note, Cathy and I have 
begun our work as Maryland 
District Membership Enhancement 
Division Coordinators.  Our 
Chapter Membership Enhancement 
Coordinators are Ken and Pam 
Bixler.  So that means that if your 
GWRRA membership at anytime 
during the year comes up for 
renewal you will hear from either 
Cathy and I, Ken and Pam, or all of 
us.  We aren’t ganging up on you.  
We are simply putting in place and 
exercising a new program of 
membership enhancement and 

retention.  So what this means to 
you is it’s your opportunity to tell 
us what you like or don’t like about 
GWRRA in general or Chapter 
“H”.  All of your comments will be 
recorded and forwarded to the 
District and to that end we 
welcome and thank you in advance 
for your comments.   
 
In 45 days or so it should be warm 
out side.  My trees are budding and 
the Blue Jays and Cardinals and 
already showing up for dinner.  
When I see the first Robin I 
consider us home free of Old Man 
Winter.  Until then be warm and be 
safe and be healthy……It’s a week 
later now in completing this 
paragraph.  I have seen my first 
Robin.  He must be a “sicko” 
because it’s too damn cold.  He 
don’t count so I’m still looking---
unless I see the same nut job again! 
 
     
   Rick). 
                         Chapter “H” Ride   
                         Coordinator 2009 
 

Couple of the Year 
 

 
 
Our Chapter Couple of the Year for 
2009 is Ken and Pam Bixler who 
have been members of Chapter H 
since 2003.  The Bixlers live in 
Rising Sun, MD and have been 
married 32 years.  They have 3 
children and 6 grandchildren, but 
we’ve come to know their niece, 



Rachael, really well since she lives 
with them now and is a member of 
the chapter too.  Ken has retired 
from 2 careers – the US Army and 
AmeriCorps, National Civilian 
Community Corps (NCCC) and 
Pam is also retired from federal 
service.  Ken rides a 1998 
Goldwing trike and a 2005 VTX 
1800, and Pam rides her own 2004 
Honda Shadow.  Pam has ridden 
alongside Ken through 27 states 
and they plan to ride the other 21 
together this summer.   The two of 
them have a list a mile long of 
affiliations and volunteer positions 
both civic and church related and 
they both serve as substitute 
teachers in Cecil County and enjoy 
working with young people.   Their 
feelings about GWRRA – ‘We are 
humbled and inspired by the 
contributions of our Chapter 
members and GWRRA as a whole’.   
 
 
 

CHAPTER 
EDUCATOR   

 
Lisa Bowers 
 

 
The key to fall motorcycle riding is 
to wear the proper riding clothing. 
Proper gear can help prevent 
hypothermia. Wear layers of light 
clothing and consider investing in 
heated gear, such as a heated vest 
liner or jacket. Always ensure that 
your head is covered, as most body 
heat escapes through the head. 
Waterproof boots and insulated 
gloves are a must. Carry a rain suit 
so that if it should drizzle, you have 
protection to keep you dry. A rain 
suit is also good insulation from the 
wind when worn over other 
clothing. Remember that low lying 
areas, heavily wooded areas, and 
areas by the water are usually 

colder than others, so dress 
appropriately for the areas you will 
be riding in. 
 
Hypothermia is caused by extended 
exposure to cold temperatures or a 
damp environment. Hypothermia is 
extremely dangerous when 
motorcycle riding because the 
symptoms aren’t always noticed 
until a lethal mistake is made. 
Symptoms of mild hypothermia 
are: stumbling, mumbling, changes 
in motor coordination, having to 
think about control placement, 
missing gears, being wobbly at 
stops, hands may start feeling stiff 
and tight, and you may experience 
a slight shivering. If you experience 
any of these symptoms, stop 
immediately and warm up. If you 
are wet, try to dry off as best you 
can. Drink plenty of warm liquids 
and stay hydrated. Avoid alcohol 
and cigarettes, as they constrict 
blood flow. Stay in a warm 
environment until you can ride 
without any of the above 
symptoms.  
 
 
 
Be aware of road conditions such 
as slippery wet leaves on the 
roadway hiding potholes or slick 
spots. Remember that the days are 
shorter and you will probably do 
more night riding. Make sure you 
wear visible clothing that 
automobiles can see. 
Understanding your motorcycle, 
your body, and the environment 
will greatly increase your chances 
of a great ride in any weather. 
Dressing for success is not just for 
jobs, but for a successful ride as 
well. 

Until next time 
Lisa 

Membership 
Enhancement 
Coordinators   

 
 

Pam & Ken   
Bixler 
 

 
Pam and I are settling into our roles 
and learning everyday. We are 
learning everyday that it is a little 
more involved than we had 
originally envisioned. We are 
learning that it will require some 
balancing between chapter/district 
responsibilities and other personal 
commitments, but life challenges 
provides for life opportunities. We 
are also learning everyday our 
Chapter H family already has many 
ongoing member enhancement 
initiatives and when presented with 
a new ruffle that threatens to 
disrupt the happiness of our family, 
someone steps forward to take on a 
new role or assist to smooth out 
that rough spot for our 
membership.  It is this cooperative 
spirit, which makes being a 
member of Chapter H enjoyable, 
rewarding, and fulfilling. 
 
During the coming year, with your 
continued support, we will continue 
to focus on you the individual 
member and your years of 
dedicated service and participation 
by seeking new venues in which to 
recognize you through “giving 
back” and wholeheartedly 
welcoming our new members.  We 
welcome your input and 
suggestions as we have much to 
learn. 
 
The GWRRA slogan for 2009 is 
“Every Member Matters”. No 
chapter embraces this slogan more 



than the Chapter H  family!  
Having said this we want to talk 
about membership renewal. Sixteen 
of us are coming up for renewal 
sometime this year. You already 
know the basic benefits or you 
would not be members, but as you 
know, benefits are frequently 
updated by GWRRA and you can 
keep abreast of these changes 
through Wing World or the 
Benefits tab at www.gwrra.org.  If 
you renew for 3 years you will be 
automatically be entered in a 
drawing at the end of each calendar 
quarter for one of three different 
prizes and a grand prize at the end 
of the year.  Also over the course of 
the 3-year renewal, you will save 
$15.00.  There is also a saving on 
Rescue Plus if you renew for more 
than 1 year. Finally, if you are 
sometimes strapped for cash, as we 
are many times, you can pay your 
renewal in a two-payment option 
this year. Who could not use a few 
extra bucks saving (for Ice Cream), 
a free oil change, a new bike cover, 
or better yet a free room at Wing 
Ding 32? If you renew NOW, 
regardless of when in 2009 your 
membership expires, your 
membership will continue 
uninterrupted with no loss of time 
paid, and you will be entered in all 
4 quarters of drawings plus the 
grand prize drawing of a free room 
at Wing Ding 32. Renew today 
while you are thinking about it. 
 
We look forward to serving you 
this year and with your ideas, help, 
and support continuing to build on 
an already fantastic member 
support program in our chapter. 

 
 

 

   ****  TibBits   ****     
(otherwise known as useless but 
interesting information) 289546-01 

**  Q:  They once laughed at the 
lady who invented these, but 
most of us own at least two. 
A:  Windshield wipers 
 
**  Q:  Americans waste 
hundreds of dollars per month by 
doing this... 
A:  Throwing out leftovers 
  
 **  Q:  Studies show that when it 
comes to this, women are more 
likely to complain than men. 
A:  The temperature of the house 

**  Q:  Nearly all of would like to 
do this, but only 20% of us ever 
do. 
A:  Tour the White House 
 

    

 

 
February’s Happy Birthday’s to..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2/05   Dave Sorrick 
2/20   Shane Patishnock 
  
  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 February’s Happy            
      Anniversary’s to...    
 
    
 
 
  
 
 

 
2/13/98  Wally & Donna Reynolds   
     11 years 
2/14/76   Peter & Alice Surette 
                   33 years 

January 50/50 Raffle 
 
10% - $20.00 Kay Bond 
15% - $30.00 Mike Haslup 
25% - $50.00 Danny Horton  
                       Chapter L 
 

January Chapter Vest & Shirt 

  Jim Harper 

January Progressive Drawing 

              Sue Miller 

         January Door Prize 

 Polar Bear Plunge Sweatshirt 

            Babs Jarvis 

 
 
  

 
          





Maryland Gatherings 
 
MD A - 1st Sun.   
Eat at 8 – meet at 9:00A.M. 
Golden Corral Restaurant, 
 Arundel Mills Outlet Mall 
CD/ Bill Cogbum 
443-904-0639 
 
MD B - 3rd Mon. 7:30 P.M. 
Seat Pleasant Recreation Center 
5720 Addison Road 
Seat Pleasant, Md. 
CD/ Bruce Hill 
301-856-2329 
 
 MD C - 2nd Sun.   
Eat at 8 – meet at 9:00 A.M. 
Golden Corral 
6701 Chesapeake Center Drive 
Glen Burnie, Md. 
CD/ George & Jen Heffner 
410-757-6236 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD I - 1st Sun.  
Eat at 8 – meet at 9:00 A.M. 
Old Country Buffet 
301 South in the Festival  
Shopping Center 
Waldorf, Md. 
CD/Robert & Juliana A’Heam 
301-997-1254 
 
MD J - 3rd  Saturday  
Eat at 9:00 – meet at 10:00 P.M. 
Nautilus Diner Restaurant 
Crofton, MD. Md. 
CD/   Michael Mangum and 
 Kathryn Valdez 
410-266-0092 
 
MD K - 3 rd Saturday  
Eat at 4:00 – meet at 5:00 P.M. 
Legends 
532 Baltimore Blvd. (Rte. 140) 
Westminster, Md. 
CD/ Weldon & Ellen Hall 
410-876-8687 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MD L.  
Eat at 8-meet at 9:00 A.M. 
Angora's 
Rte 404 by the Golf Course 
 Between Rt 480 and Denton MD 
CD/ Danny & Paulette Horton 
410-827-8342 
 
Delaware Gatherings 
 
 DE A  - 4th Sat.  9:00 A.M. 
Park West Diner 
Pulaski Highway &  
Salem Church Road 
CD/ Mike & Judy DeGeiso 
(302-547-2102 
  
   DE B - 1st Sun.  9:00 A.M. 
Golden Corral 
Rte. 13, Seaford, De. 
CD/Ken & Lois Ingram 
410-208-4803       
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                         FREDERICK H BROWN 

GWRRA # 218736 
GWRRA MD CHAPTER “H” RIDE COORDINATOR 
GWRRA MD CHAPTER “H” I.C.E. COORDINATOR 

3126 Laurel View Drive, Abingdon, Maryland 21009-2636 
(410) 671-4516     rickie72@comcast.net 

 
1/30/2009 6:59:13 AM 

Mr. Ronald L. Freeland 

Executive Secretary 
Maryland Transportation Authority 
2310 Broening Highway, Suite 150 
Baltimore, Maryland 21224 
 
Dear Mr. Freeland, 
 
 I am writing you today concerning the proposed legislation to increase toll fees on Maryland toll roads, bridges, tunnels and other EZ 
PASS charges. 
               While understanding current budget logistics I in part can be in support of general toll increases around our state.  However, in the 
current continuing practice of (negligent) toll charges against certain class or classes I believe the new proposed increase is without question 
adding salt to an already open wound. 
               I am writing to express my foremost concern over unfair toll charges that “forever” have been imposed on two axle motorcycles and 
three axle motorcycles.  Motorcycle riders have always paid an unfair share as tolls are applied to “weight” class which has errantly been 
extended to “axle count”. 
               I in particular ride the biggest most sophisticated two axle motorcycle that has ever been built, the Honda Goldwing.  With me and my 
passenger on board we cross the toll bar at a whopping 1,150 pounds and pay the same toll as a two axle dump truck or worse, the small two axle 
tank truck.  Has that been fair?  Unquestionably, no!  But because the system counts axle and not weight, that’s how it is.  Now, when I pull my 
small 17 cubic foot trailer with lunch and a suitcase inside I’m counted as three axles.  Now I’m charged the same as a large dump truck (tonnage 
unknown) and a myriad of (tonnage to axle ratio vehicles).  That hasn’t been fair in the past and now the Transportation Authority increases is 
just unthinkable.  When I take my motorcycle across a toll facility pulling my trailer I will with the proposed increase pay $9.00.  Keep in mind 
that now I weigh in at a whopping 1,550 pounds.  I still weigh less then the smallest automobile on the road today.  However, while I pay my 
$9.00 toll behind me is a two axle tank truck weighing in the category of (tons) and it will pay $2.50.  This has to be fixed.  Raise fees, yes.  Fix 
the system, again yes. 
                My best suggestion is to have more classes added to the list.  Two axle motorcycles and three axle motorcycles (and this would include 
motorcycles with sidecars attached).  Also an additional idea is to develop an EZ PASS Transponder just for the motorcycles.  In this case, those 
of us who use EZ PASS would need two; one for the automobile and one for the motorcycle. 
               Enough said.  I think by now you get the idea and I representing (thousands of others in Maryland) would appreciate a fair appraisal on 
these issues.  Equity can be put into a system that has never had equity where we are concerned.  We as motorcycle riders conserve fuel per mile; 
we distribute much less toxic emission and we though using the roads actually are the least at using “up” the surface.  We are doing our part.  We 
are asking those who can to do their part. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Frederick H Brown     Goldwing Road Riders Association    Maryland Chapter “H”  

 



 

GWRRA MD CHAPTER “H” 
“I.C.E. CARD” 

REQUEST FORM 
 

PLEASE CAREFULLY “PRINT” ALL INFORMATION  
 
MEMBER NAME :  ____________________________________________ 

 * * * * * * * * * * * 
INFORMATION TO AFFIX TO CARD  

Please list emergency contacts in order of preference.  Only “two” are guaranteed! 

Emergency Contact 1:   Name:  ______________________________________________ 

           Phone Number:   ___________________________ 

Emergency Contact 2:  Name:  ______________________________________________ 

                       Phone Number:  ___________________________ 

Emergency Contact 3:  Name:  ______________________________________________ 

                       Phone Number:  ___________________________ 

 
MEDICAL INFORMATION  

( ENCOURAGED BUT NOT REQUIRED ) 
 

PLEASE PRINT AND ENSURE CORRECT SPELLING!  

BLOOD TYPE -  IF KNOWN :             (                                ) 

 

MEDICATION ALLERGIES :  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBER SIGNATURE:   ________________________________________________ 

         

DATE:  ________________ 

rev.1-1-09 



GWRRA MD Chapter A

Annual Fund Raiser

Bowl-A-Thon 2009

Pre-Register Now

Date:  Sunday, March 29, 2009, Noon - 4 p.m.

Time:    First Ball Rolls at Noon (be ready to bowl)

Place:   AMF Fairlanes,  
6608 Ritchie Hwy
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

(Maryland Rt. 2, Across from MVA, 
Behind Krispy Kreme Doughnuts)

FEE:  $12 PER PERSON (includes 3 games)
($14 after 3/15/09)

Bowling Awards
50/50 Raffle (3 winners)
Charity Raffle

Please send registration 
forms and fees to:  

Gail McCormick
49 Glendale Avenue

Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Make checks payable to
GWRRA MD A  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 

 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home of GWRRA MD 
Chapter 'H'  Meeting 
Join us for breakfast 
8 am the Fourth Sunday 
of the month. 

GOLDEN CORRAL 
Route 40  
Across from WalMart 
Aberdeen, MD. 

GWRRA MD CHAPTER "H" 
Steve & Cathy Kelley 
415 Moores Mill Road 
Bel Air, MD. 
21014 




